“Talent is important,’ says John Fitz Rogers, a music composer who teaches at USC, ‘but p
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Striking the
~ right note

For John Fitz Rogers,
composing Music is
A an ‘act of faith’

By JEFFREY DAY
jday@thestate.com
JOHN FITZ ROGERS HAS BEEN writing

music since he was 13, but he by no
‘means has it figured out.

“There's very little about music compos-
ing that's clear to me,” said Rogers, 44. “It's
a very mysterious process.”

That doesn’t mean he doesn’t know what
he’s doing; he’s created well-crafted music
for symphony orchestras, solo saxopk
electric guitar, solo and duo piano and many
other instrumental lineups.

Still, he faces the terror of the blank page
whenever he sits down at the keyboard and
computer in his home studio.

He knows what kind of ble he's

be, and he has a few ideas.

Then he plunges in.

“Writing music is an act of faith,” said
Rogers, who's been an associate professor at
the USC School of Music since 2000. “It can
be a scary proposition, and I always feel over-
whelmed by what I'm doing.

“I'tell my students that to be a good artist,
you have to be comfortable living with cre-
ative chaos. You have to accept that things
‘will be messy for a while,”

The way to get through the mess is to
work hard, to rewrite and rewrite and hone
and sharpen.

“Talent is important,” he said, “but per-
sistence is more important.”

He calls it “getting clear.”

writing for and how long the piece needs to
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